
 

 

 

Dear Inspector 

Welcome to the second LAA Inspector Newsletter.  This Newsletter is e-mailed 
directly to every inspector (for whom we have an e-mail address) and is also 
posted on the LAA website in the Inspector Zone, found by hovering over 
‘aircraft’ on our website home-page, and scrolling down to the bottom of the 
drop-down menu.  We welcome any feedback you would like to make. 

 

Renewal of LAA Inspector Approval 

As with every year, all LAA inspector approvals came up for renewal at the end 
of March this year, and as usual around 80% of inspectors had completed the 
renewal process before the end of March, and a further 19% or so renewed over 
the next few weeks.  There is still about 1% outstanding.  Of concern is that 
since the end of March about half a dozen inspectors have signed-off Permit 
renewal applications at a time when their approval had expired.  This resulted in 
the same number of Permit renewal application rejections – of course!  That 
means more paperwork for us here, but more importantly, the repercussions of 
an accident occurring at a time when an aircraft had been ‘falsely’ certified don’t 
bear thinking about, so please don’t let yourself fall into that trap.      

 

Recently Issued Airworthiness Information 

Replacement of CZAW Nose Undercarriage Spindle Assemblies 

Castrol Two Stroke Oil Product Safety Recall 

 

LAA Chipmunk Inspections 

A suite of Chipmunk related inspection information is currently being completed 
and posted on our website.  See Chipmunk TADS here, LAMS Alleviation 
Document here and Chipmunk Permit Renewal Form Supplement which will be 
posted very soon, along with a list of all Chipmunk-approved LAA inspectors.  I 
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/Airworthiness/LAA%20AWA%2013%2004.pdf
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/Airworthiness/LAA%20AWA%20240413.pdf
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/TADs/950%20DHC-1%20CHIPMUNK.pdf
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/TechnicalLeaflets/Operating%20An%20Aircraft/TL%202.25%20Alleviations%20to%20LAMS%20schedule.pdf


will be writing separately to all Chipmunk-approved inspectors shortly with a 
specific update on relevant procedures.  Expect the same for Bulldogs too, very 
soon.   

 

North American P-51 Mustang - MPD 

In April this year the CAA published an MPD here concerning the maintenance 
condition of elevator trim tabs on Mustang aircraft.  This MPD follows on from 
the NTSB investigation into the shocking crash at the Reno Air Races in 2011, 
where the elevator trim tab of Galloping Ghost broke away, leading to loss of 
control and a crash into the stand, causing 11 fatalities, and many more injuries.  
The NTSB determined that a direct contributory cause of the trim tab failure was 
the reuse of old locknuts (fibre-lock stiff nuts) holding the trim tab hinge 
attachment fittings and installation of non-structural screws and hardware.  
There are no ‘real’ Mustangs on the LAA fleet, but nevertheless, there are plenty 
of trim tabs.  I can’t recall the loss of any LAA aircraft through trim tab failure, 
but there has been some frights, not least recently on a couple of Foxbat aircraft 
where the rudder trim tabs failed causing serious flutter, and restricted elevator 
control (see MODS on Foxbat TADS).  Inspectors and owners are reminded to be 
sure never to use ineffective stiff nuts on any critical attachment, on any 
aircraft, and that all attaching hardware on any critical feature should be of the 
correct type and in good condition.     

 

Unacceptable Workmanship/Inspection 

A report last year alerted LAA Engineering to some quite serious build quality 
issues with an LAA-built Vans RV9A, which had at the time recently transferred 
to a new owner, and now a new inspector, with a fresh pair of eyes.  The 
damage, which involved misdrilling of holes, poor riveting and unauthorised 
repair/modification was so extensive, and significant, that repair could only be 
effected by procurement of a new tailplane, with the remainder of the aircraft 
being thoroughly checked.  The airworthiness quality of an aircraft is always the 
owner’s responsibility, but the inspector has a crucial part to play within the LAA 
system.  A few years had passed since the build and neither the builder nor the 
build-inspector could recollect anything that could usefully shed light on the 
matter, but it is believed these defects were introduced by the builder during 
construction, and evidently that the inspector had failed to spot and reject the 
sub-standard workmanship – something which we’re confident he won’t do 
again.  Repairs were satisfactorily completed and a happy owner continues to 
enjoy flying the aircraft.   

Photos of the defects can be seen here.   

 

http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20130430MPD2013002E.pdf
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/inspectors/Zone/mm.pdf


 

Modification Installed – Not! 

We recently had reason to take issue with an inspector.  On the basis of his 
signed declaration (and that of the owner’s) confirming that a particular 
aerodynamic modification had been installed, the ‘design’ end of this department 
authorised test flying of the aircraft at a higher weight than would otherwise 
have been appropriate if the modification had not been installed.  Some weeks 
later, the owner enthusiastically called to request a renewal of his PFRC, and 
because he thought we would be interested, just happened to mention that he 
was looking forward to receiving his aerodynamic mod kit in the post the 
following week, and meanwhile continued enjoying flying the aircraft.  This was 
news to us.  Needless to say, the PFRC was not renewed.  The inspector is 
subject to interview without biscuits, but had there been a nasty accident then 
the outlook would have been considerably bleaker, and the ramifications for 
those involved potentially far more serious.      

 

Stolen Engines 

To the feelings of the conscientious aircraft engineer, the story and pictures 
shown here of engines hacked from six aircraft must be analogous to what’s felt 
by a surgeon compelled to injure his patient.  This act occurred in Spain in 
March, but is typical of an increasing rate of such incidents, some of which have 
occurred in the UK.  Please help to combat this worrying trend by being alert to 
security issues, and in particular, keep a look out for the engine serial numbers 
listed.  

 

http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Memo.pdf


Inspectors In The News 

Not completely within the terms of his LAA inspector approval, but newsworthy 
nonetheless is the fact that at the recent Royal Aero Club awards ceremony held 
at the RAF Club in London, Gerald Cooper of Wickenby was awarded the 
Britannia Trophy for his achievements in aerobatic flying at international level, 
becoming European Unlimited Aerobatic Champion in 2012 (in an LAA aircraft 
too!).  At the same ceremony, the FAI Phoenix Diploma was awarded to LAA 
inspector Mathew Boddington of Sywell, along with his co-owner Stephen Slater, 
for their superb six-year reconstruction of their BE2c replica, G-AWYI.  The 
awards were presented by Air Chief Marshal Sir Michael Alcock.  Well done guys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another feel-good story, perfectly reflecting what the core of the LAA is really all 
about, is the successful first flight (well, that’s what the press believed!) of the 
first Boeing/RAeS/LAA-supported Schools Build-A-Plane project.  Rans S6-ES G-
YTLY, built by pupils from Yateley School, took off from Farnborough in front of 
TV cameras during April.  The cameras focussed on the pilot, but we know that 
it’s really thanks to local LAA inspector Gordon Hill that the project ran as 
smoothly as it did.  Thanks, and well done Gordon. 

 

 

Gerald Cooper 
 

Matthew Boddington (right) and 
Steve Slater (left) 



Inspector Courses 2013 

A number of product-related courses are being organised for 2013.  Dates are 
not yet finalised, but so far agreed in principle are courses on Jabiru aircraft and 
Jabiru engines with Skycraft, Gipsy Major engines at Deltair, Chipmunks with 
Chiltern Classic Flight, and hopefully Tiger Moths too.  Watch out for a dedicated 
e-mail to inspectors soon. 

 

AeroExpo Volunteers 

LAA has the usual home-builders tent at the coming AeroExpo Show (Sywell, 31 
May – 2 June) and in the past this has turned out to be a bit of a crowd-puller, 
and can get quite busy.  One of the features within the tent is the LAA 
Engineering Stand, where visitors are encouraged to ask questions or just 
discuss their on-going projects.  LAA Engineering staff will be there throughout 
the event, but for additional input, if any inspector is prepared to spend a few 
hours on the LAA stand, on any of the three days, doing their best to field any 
questions that come along, whether they be technical or otherwise, then please 
contact our coordinator for the event, Neil Wilson at neil.wilson@laa.uk.com or 
on 07512 773532.  Once you’ve done your time, see Neil and he can organise 
return of your entrance or landing fee.   

 

Ken Craigie 

Chief Inspector 

20/5/13 


